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You should be part of the plastics packaging solution

Issued by Mpact 6 Jul 2021

Bear with us as we take the opportunity to say it as it is: You should be part of the plastic packaging solution. The 'how
may be a bit more complex and depends on who you are and where you fit into the value chain, of course.

The packaging value chain is complex and all industry stakeholders, including you, have to take responsibility in order to
contribute sustainably. Various packaging mediums, including most plastics, are arguably here to stay, for good reason but
a shift in attitude and behaviours toward recycling is paramount in achieving a circular economy.
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Where you fit into the waste stream

A good waste management system has a strong focus on separating at source (yes, that is you, consumer) and a fair level
of knowledge and awareness amongst all stakeholders. Let's turn our focus to understanding how each individual can
support the solution:

= Design for recyclability e + Follow design for recycling principles to inspire
= Manufacture with recycling streams and infrastructure in mind post-consumer action
+ Guide brand owners to develop packaging that is + Material identification to aid separation at source

fit-for-purpose and optimizes
product to packaging ratio

+ Aid consumer education

+ Utilise resources sustainably

+ Boost research into alternatives
to fossil fuel-based plastics
and mono-layer materials

- Setting achievable
targets within the
South African context

+ Enforce responsibility to
facilitate collection and

recycling

Producer

responsibility

organisations (PRO’s)

« Awareness and education of all stakeholders

« Ensure compliance to govemment legislation

« Close the gap between the manufacturing and
recycling of packaging items

o + Grow secondary markets (recycled raw mate-

rial that is used in a different product application
compared to its original application).

Recyclers

« Develop systems for collection,
sorting and recycling

- Promote fair pricing of
recycled material

click to enlarge

’ - make purchase decisions
that supports recycling:
buying products that
adheres to the ‘design for
recycling’ principles

+ Educate from local reliable
resources. Do not respond
to social media scares

+ Source sustainably
packaged products

+ Develop return and reuse
schemes, where possible

+ Aid consumer education

Consumers

+ Separate at source (home
& business) and repurpose
where feasible

+ Work with industry bodies to
establish community-based
infrastructure

+ Grow with the community needs


https://www.bizcommunity.com/
https://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/Mpact
http://www.mpactversapak.co.za/media1/66-should-plastics-be-banned
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Article/196/162/214640.html
https://www.bizcommunity.com/PressOffice/Mpact
https://www.bizcommunity.com/ContentShare.aspx?ct=1&ci=214640
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Image.aspx?cii=608389&i=215515&ct=1
https://www.bizcommunity.com/Image.aspx?cii=608389&i=215515&ct=1

Secondary
NELGIS

CLICK HERE

to view an example of

PET beverage bottles being
recycled into thermoformed
grape punnets.



http://www.mpactversapak.co.za/media1/62-we-re-mastering-circularity-beyond-the-beverage-industry

Design for
recyclability

CLICK HERE

to view our
‘design for recyclability’
guidelines.

To who is the finger pointing now?

Yes, we know roles will be unclear at times, legislation won’t be perfect, infrastructure will take time to develop and
greenwashing exists but, in conclusion, ask yourself this vital question: If packaging producers are being held to high
standards by society, what is society (AKA: you) doing to play your part in achieving smarter, sustainable
solutions?

Mpact Plastics is a leading producer of rigid plastic packaging and cling film in southem Africa. We operate out of nine production centres across the
country, providing packaging from plants with relevant certifications. We service the food, beverage, personal care, home care, pharmaceutical, agricultural
and retail markets. In upholding company values, and as a supporter of the circular economy, we positively contribute to industry associations, enabling

various communities to participate in recycling solutions.
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Mpact

= Mpact is the largest paper and plastics packaging and recycling business in Southern Africa. Our integrated
mpact : S ) . . ) _
e business model is uniquely focused on closing the loop in plastic and paper packaging through recycling
and beneficiation of recyclables.
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