
 

Take control while you wait for your matric results

As the matric class of 2020 await their results following a most tumultuous year, many still don't have a clear idea about
what their future in general, or this year in particular, will hold.

Image source: Getty Images

“The one thing that these matrics can do now, is to focus on those things that are within their control, rather than take a wait
and see approach,” says Peter Kriel, general manager at The Independent Institute of Education, SA private higher
education provider.

He says there are still many unknowns about the coming year, and the only constant one can bargain on during these
times is change.

“However, waiting things out until normal returns one day is not an option. The world continues despite the challenges we
continue to face, and there are things you can do to continue on your personal and professional journey to ensure you are
not left behind,” he says.

Kriel says one of the most important things 2020’s matrics can do in the coming weeks, until results are released on 23
February (as currently scheduled) is to review their plans for the year and ensure that they will be able to continue on their
chosen path regardless of any new and unforeseen circumstances that may arise to throw a spanner in the works.

Readiness assessment

“So, if you have signed up to study somewhere, you can use these coming weeks to make sure that your institution will be
able to continue seamlessly in the event of, for instance, another hard lockdown. The way to determine this is to ask an
institution about their readiness and ability to quickly adapt their offering to a hybrid or online model,” he says.
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“Additionally, you should not just take an institution’s word for it, but also speak to students who experienced last year’s
response. You need to ask questions to determine whether students last year were able to continue their learning journey
seamlessly, whether they got the support they needed to do so effectively, and whether the learning was adapted in such a
way that they continued to be engaged,” says Kriel.

Kriel says that on-campus education is the preferred and most effective way to learn for many young people and it has
strong advantages in terms of outcomes. So, if you want the campus experience, don’t give up on that aim now – look for
an in-contact institution that can move between online and face-to-face as circumstances change. For some students,
distance education is a great alternative, but it is not right for everyone – it is a mistake to think that in current times it is a
direct swop for contact. If contact is what you want, make sure your institution can move between the two so you can have
the benefit of contact with lecturers and classmates in person when the pandemic allows.

Don't leave it too late

Kriel adds that those matrics from the Class of 2020 who have not yet decided on their plans for the year, and are waiting
for results before making a move, should seriously consider approaching an institution to talk through their options rather
than leaving it too late.

“Our world has changed forever and is becoming more and more competitive all the time, with technology constantly
developing and giving rise to new and exciting career paths. Instead of waiting for your results and attempting to get clarity
thereafter, use this time to contact respected registered and accredited institutions that have shown themselves to be up to
the task during 2020, and speak to a student advisor about your options.”

It also makes sense to ensure that your computer skills – including old-fashioned typing skills – are up to the task ahead of
you. Anything you can do to make the transition easier will be very worth it in the long run, he says.

“There is much that is outside all of our control right now. But there is still much that is within our control, and by focusing
on what they can make happen instead of the many uncertainties that prevail, the Class of 2020 can continue to build on
the resilience they displayed last year, and ensure the best possible outcomes for themselves in the face of any new or
existing challenges we will face in the future.”
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