
 

UN agencies scale up efforts to save lives in Southern
Madagascar

Following findings from a recent food security assessment across southern Madagascar, UN agencies are scaling up
closely coordinated efforts to prevent an already dire situation from becoming a catastrophe.
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According to the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) in southern Madagascar, more than half the
population in the South (approximately 840,000 people), are experiencing alarming levels of food insecurity. The ongoing
humanitarian response has ensured that the most acute food insecurity and the most severe form of malnutrition are being
addressed. However, a third consecutive widespread crop failure and extremely low water availability urgently require
additional resources to roll out an adequate response.

In Madagascar, 92% of the population lives on less than $2/day, and the situation in the chronically semi-arid South is
pushing hundreds of thousands close to the edge of disaster. IPC findings indicate that the food security and nutrition
situation could deteriorate even further early 2017, unless humanitarian action is rapidly scaled up.

“What I saw in the south of Madagascar earlier this month alarmed me,” says Chris Nikoi, WFP regional director. “These
are people living on the very brink – many have nothing but wild fruits to eat. We must act together now to save lives and
give hope for the future.”

https://www.bizcommunity.com/
http://www.ipcinfo.org/ipcinfo-detail-forms/ipcinfo-map-detail/en/c/446098/


Many households have resorted to begging, selling off their land or possessions, and eating vital seed stocks in order to
survive. In such harsh conditions, children are often taken out of school to look for income, food, wood and water, in a part
of the country where children already suffer multiple deprivations.

“Almost half of all children in Madagascar are chronically malnourished or stunted,” says Leila Gharagozloo-Pakkala,
UNICEF Regional Director for Eastern and Southern Africa. “Stunting risks condemning children to lifelong poor health and
increased poverty. In the South, children are currently also suffering from acute malnutrition. We can and must do better
for these children.”

WFP will scale up its ongoing food and cash relief operations to reach as many as 1 million vulnerable people by the end of
next month

“The cost of inaction or further delaying our response is too ghastly to contemplate,” said David Phiri, FAO subregional
coordinator for Southern Africa. “Food stocks from the already poor previous harvest run out in August, and the next
harvest will be in March 2017. If we do not step up our efforts now, this long hunger period will be extended by yet another
year. This would be a catastrophe for a people who already appear to have virtually no food, no seeds and no discernible
income.”

Agency programme scale-up

WFP will scale up its ongoing food and cash relief operations to reach as many as 1 million vulnerable people by the end of
next month. At the same time, WFP is expanding its nutrition programme to prevent and treat moderate acute malnutrition
(MAM) among more than 200,000 pregnant women, nursing mothers and children under five, whilst continuing to assist
some 230,000 school children in southern Madagascar with a hot meal each day to ensure regular attendance.

UNICEF will scale up its water and sanitation operations to reach an additional 850,000 people. Ongoing monthly nutrition
screenings of all children under five will continue and be complemented by a SMART survey, while ensuring treatment for
10,000 children suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM). Health interventions will increase, especially for the
350,000 people living more than 5 km away from a health centre. Negative coping mechanisms such as taking children out
of school, child labour, and child marriage will be addressed through education reaching 200,000 children and cash
transfers for 4,000 families.

FAO’s immediate agricultural response is targeting 850,000 people (170,000 small scale farming households) in the worst-
affected districts. The assistance combines provision of quick-maturing and drought-tolerant seeds and root crops (cassava
and sweet potatoes). Farmers will also receive tools to replace those that may have been sold during the current extended
hunger season. Support to livestock production will also be provided through supplementary feeding of livestock and animal
health related activities.

 
For more, visit: https://www.bizcommunity.com

http://www.wfp.org/nutrition/direct-causes
http://www.unicef.org/nutrition/index_sam.html
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